
1 big thing: Catch up quick on the Larry 
Householder trial 

  
Former Ohio House Speaker Larry Householder, center, enters the federal courthouse in 
Cincinnati ahead of jury selection Friday. Photo: Joshua A. Bickel/AP 

  

The highly anticipated corruption trial of former Ohio House 
Speaker Larry Householder begins today in Cincinnati. 

Why it matters: The case involves what a former federal 
prosecutor once called "likely the largest bribery and money-laundering 
scheme ever in the state of Ohio." 

• The scandal cost taxpayers millions and is a sign Ohioans may want 
to keep a closer watch on our local Capitol Square amid shadowy 
dealmaking. 

Catch up quick: Householder is accused of conspiring with Akron-based 
FirstEnergy in a pay-for-play scandal to bail out two private nuclear 
power plants with a $1 billion bill in 2019. 

• Millions in dark money went toward electing Householder-friendly 
lawmakers across the state — who then elevated him to the 
speaker's chair — and fighting a petition to repeal the bailout. 
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https://link.axios.com/click/30329004.26122/aHR0cHM6Ly9vaGlvY2FwaXRhbGpvdXJuYWwuY29tLzIwMjIvMDgvMTgvY29hbC1wbGFudC1zdWJzaWRpZXMtZnJvbS1wYXktZm9yLXBsYXktbGVnaXNsYXRpb24taGF2ZS1jb3N0LW9oaW9hbnMtMTczLW1pbGxpb24vP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1uZXdzbGV0dGVyX2F4aW9zbG9jYWxfY29sdW1idXMmc3RyZWFtPXRvcCM6fjp0ZXh0PU9oaW9hbnMlMjBoYXZlJTIwcGFpZCUyMCUyNDE3MyUyMG1pbGxpb24sYSUyMGNyaW1pbmFsJTIwcHVibGljJTIwY29ycnVwdGlvbiUyMGludmVzdGlnYXRpb24u/612b99467417db00c15beaa3Bad817046
https://link.axios.com/click/30329004.26122/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXhpb3MuY29tLzIwMjAvMDcvMjEvb2hpby1ob3VzZWhvbGRlci1sYXJyeS1zcGVha2VyLWhvdXNlLWFycmVzdGVkP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1uZXdzbGV0dGVyX2F4aW9zbG9jYWxfY29sdW1idXMmc3RyZWFtPXRvcA/612b99467417db00c15beaa3B61cbdc61


• The Perry County official also used the money to pay off private 
credit card debt, legal fees and home expenses, investigators allege. 

• He was later ousted as speaker and expelled from the legislature. 

State of play: Two others, including a former Householder associate, 
have already pleaded guilty and plan to testify against him. 

• In 2021, FirstEnergy agreed to a deferred prosecution settlement. 
For acknowledging having paid Householder in exchange for 
beneficial legislation, it agreed to pay a $230 million settlement. 

• The "dark money" group that concealed the funding's 
sources pleaded guilty to racketeering in 2021 as well. 

• The only other defendant to plead not guilty, former Ohio GOP 
chairman Matt Borges, also goes on trial this week. 

• An additional defendant, lobbyist Neil Clark, died by suicide in 
2021. 

The other side: Householder has maintained innocence since his July 
2020 arrest. 

• “I have not nor have I ever taken a bribe or solicited or been 
solicited for taking a bribe,” he told legislative colleagues before 
they voted to expel him. 

Separately, Gov. Mike DeWine has denied knowledge of the alleged 
scheme despite myriad connections between his administration and 
FirstEnergy. 

• Having supported the initial nuclear bailout, he later signed a bill 
repealing it. 

Of note: In the years since the scandal broke, lawmakers have attempted 
to reform state campaign finance rules to be more transparent. 

What's next: The trial is expected to last up to six weeks, AP reports. 
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